
“They are already paying us too little, they are 

already capping our kids at a low rate and paying 

childhood education teachers as minimum wage 

workers…. and this is during a time when the 

economy is good, can you imagine what happens 

when it goes bad? And we’re the ones that are 

supposed to be there if things go downhill, and if 

we aren’t still standing then who will be there?” 

 

“There’s a huge disparity in the way the sector is 

treated, and I think it has to do with who we serve. 

Its people who are disenfranchised, its poor 

people, people of color, people who don’t have 

political clout. It’s seen as charity as opposed to a 

social obligation.  Because of all of those reasons, 

they try to justify not picking up the total cost.  A lot 

of services we provide are services that 

government is MANDATED to provide, and so if we 

didn’t do it they would have to do it.” 

 

“When you talk about equity, that’s 60% of my work 

force, those are people you want to capture.  They 

are the working poor.” 

 

“If this was a bridge that hundreds of thousands 

went across every day, it had better look good. If 

the shelter isn’t totally clean, there's an element of 

‘these services don’t matter’.” 

 

“We have gaps to close. Like the 30 million word 

gap where kids from high income families hear 30 

million more spoken words by age 3.  These are 

serious gaps we have to close. And we’re doing this 

by starving the programs and paying the people 

way less than they are worth.” 
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POVERTY 

Percent of individuals living in households with income 

below 200%, 100%, and 50% of the Federal Poverty Level by 

borough 

Percent of children living in households with income below 

200% and 100% of the Federal Poverty Level 

Percent of the population that experienced food insecurity at 

some point during the report year by borough 

 

Percentage of the households where housing costs exceed 

30% of total household income.by borough 

 

CHILD POVERTY 

FOOD INSECURITY 

HOUSING COST BURDEN 
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