
 

 

“I have staff that should be making $10,000-

15,000 more a year because they are good and 

passionate, but I can’t afford to pay them that.  

They are just on the cusp of poverty--$400 over 

per year.” 

 

“The nonprofit sector loses people to 

government because those jobs pay more.  They 

fund us inadequately, and then they recruit our 

employees.” 

 

“We’ve doubled our revenue.  We’ve doubled the 

number our employees, but the administration is 

still the same as it was.  While the agency is 

growing and able to meet more and more need, 

it doesn’t come with the appropriate percentage 

of overhead.” 

 

“In New York, if you want a subsidy, you have to 

go on the waitlist.  Then if you go to DSS, they will 

say there's no money. So the process is that you 

are supposed to get denied and then go back 

and then you get placed on the waitlist.” 

“Child care in Erie County is more expensive than 

public state college.  We get loans because no 

one can afford to pay for college, but there are 

no childcare loans.  Yet the organizations can't 

afford to charge any less, they are stretching it 

thin already.” 
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Sources: “Erie County Poverty Report.” New York State 

Community Action Association,  

http://nyscommunityaction.org/PovReport/2015/Erie.pdf, 2016. 

“Economic Indicator Report.” Community Commons, 

http://assessment.communitycommons.org/CHNA/report?page

=2&id=780&reporttype=ECON, 2015. 
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