
Percent of Population Under 200% 
of the Poverty Line 

36.9% 

Households With Housing Costs 
Exceeding 30% of Household 
Income 

31.3% 

Percentage of the Population with 
a Disability 

14.0% 

“Lack of access to services is devastating.  The wages 

that people make are not living wages.  The agencies 

keep people on a part time status so they don’t get 

benefits, and people aren’t able to travel to provide 

services in the homes when we need people to be 

getting services in the homes.” 

 

“We see people who have to pick between groceries 

and their pills. When you look at that demographic, 

the seniors are here because they grew up here, they 

built up this area, and they stay in this area.  They are 

putting their money back into the economy.  And for 

young people and students that are coming into the 

area, if caregivers could be paid and valued a little 

more, then there might be more people to take care 

of these people.” 

 

“We are not in a financial position to be able to bring 

everyone up [to the minimum wage threshold].  It's 

already going to cost us $25,000 in just this year, out 

of $1.5 million of our total budget. And here's part of 

the dilemma.  Our tuition was set at a 5% increase 

before the mandatory wage was passed. And that 5% 

was a lot.  Market rate is going up by 6% and 

minimum wage brings us up by 8%. So unless we 

really want to hurt a lot of families, we won't be able 

to raise tuition until next September, which means 

we can't bring everyone up to where they deserve.” 

 

“I’ve called everybody. They say they’ll try.  It’s nice to 

try but I have to make a payroll.  The services you’re 

providing are losing money.  We’re going to be like 

FEGS.  I’ve told my staff this is gonna be a tough 

budget year.  The cost of minimum wage for our org 

is $200,000 per year.  I don’t know where to get 

that.  There’s no more low hanging fruit.  We have no 

voice. We have half a dozen programs we are looking 

at right now saying, we just can’t do it 

anymore.  Something has got to change.  There’s no 

way we are going to survive if something doesn’t 

change.” 
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